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DOG LIFE

CAPS Home Accessibility & Safety Solutions 
is proudly sponsoring 

SENIOR HEALTH & 
SAFETY WORKSHOPS
Feb. 2  Home Safety Equipment To Age In Place 

Feb. 9  Understanding Alzheimer’s Disease 

Feb. 16 Navigating Home Health 

Feb. 23 Exercise And Fall Prevention

Workshops are Wednesdays in February, 1 - 3 p.m. 

at Englewood Chamber of Commerce 

601 S. Indiana Ave., Englewood 

Please R.S.V.P. 941-445-0571

Informational & Educational only - No Sales! 

Certified Aging-In-Place Specialist 

capshomes.com 
Family Owned I Insured I Licensed #CBC1262815
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Established 1985
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 ( phone us for free estimates )1281-
The Americas Englewood, FL 34224
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Marine Contracting Group

Residential & Commercial Marine Construction 
Call for your FREE estimate: (941) 505-0221

APWA Contractor of the Year 
SCC131151730

Website: www.mcgfl.com.   Email: sales@mcgfl.com 
8260 Pascal Drive, Punta Gorda, FL 33950 

Locally Owned & Operated since 1992

• Docks 
• Boat Lifts 
• Pilings 
• Repairs

• Seawalls 
• Caps 
• Decking 
• Service

We are listeners helpers 
freedom { caregivers }.

Schedule a free consultation.
The care we provide 
goes beyond the basics. 
Call us today to learn 
about the many ways 
we can help you or 
someone you love.
New Skilled Nursing Care 

941-208-3109 

www.FirstLightHomeCare.com
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Slipcovers by Frank - 941-769-3465

Custom Made Slipcovers 

Casual relaxed look and feel ... Washable, heavy duty, 

100% cotton fabrics • white & natural color twills  

• canvas & more. 

Manufacturing slipcovers for more than 30 years in 
New York, over 16 years in Boca Grande. 

February is ...  
National Blah Buster Month, National Embroidery Month, National 
Grapefruit Month, National Snack Food Month, National Weddings 

Month, Responsible Pet Owner Month, Return Carts to the 
Supermarket Month, Creative Romance Month, International Twit 

Award Month, Canned Food Month 

■ BY HARRY KALAJIAN  

Y
ou’re fed up with your dog for 
not listening to you, so you 
look for a trainer who can 

educate Fido to be the perfect dog. 
Well, there’s more to it than just hiring 
a professional trainer to help you. 
Dog training is not hard as long as 
you follow instructions from the trainer 
and practice. But don’t think that one 
or two classes with your trainer will 
make Fido a perfect dog. The trainer 
is not a magician. 

You as an owner must realize that 
the effort required in the training must 
be taken seriously to achieve your 
goals. The trainer will program and 
teach you step by step how to exe-
cute the command at hand. It takes 
patience, persistence, consistency 
and repetition on a daily basis. Do not 
think that the two minutes you are 
putting in for training will be enough; it 
won’t. The minimum time spent in 
training should be 20 minutes two or 
three times a day. If you take Fido for 
a walk, however long it may be, you 
must always practice the commands 
during those walking times. 

Make sure you fully understand the 
command at hand, so you can clearly 
teach Fido. If you are not sure, ask 

the trainer as many times as it takes 
to teach you and show you until you 
understand it. Once you understand 
how to give the command, then you 
can apply it. 

How long it takes to teach a dog a 
particular command depends on the 
age of the dog, its gender and breed, 

and how serious the owner is. The 
standard time for obedience training 
depends also on what the trainer’s 
obedience program consists of. 
Here’s an example: 

At Executive Dog Training we have 
full A-to-Z training of all the obedience 
commands, which lasts anywhere 
from 8 to 10 weeks. If additional time 
is required, that is not a problem, and 
there will not be any additional 
charges.  The obedience commands, 
at a quick glance, would be: heel, left 
turn, right turn (these are all sharp 
turns), sit, sit stay, down, down stay, 
basic hand signals from the side of 
Fido, and also from in front, come sit 
in front and the finish (heels and sits 
to your left). For more details you can 
go to our website at www.executive-
dogtraining.com. In the left menu, 
click on VIP Obedience. Some own-
ers will opt out of some of the com-
mands, because they won’t be need-
ing them. That is a choice made by 
the owner. 

Once you have finished your class-
es, you may think Fido is done and is 
perfect. Nope. You’re under a miscon-
ception, because Fido is NOT done. 
Yes, you have completed all your 
classes, but you have advanced Fido 

from habit to understanding but not to 
a conditioned level. This means you 
still need to use and practice every-
thing you have learned on a daily 
basis. If you don’t keep up the training 
and you procrastinate, you will fail. No 
one but you will be to blame, not Fido 
or your trainer. 

People will put more time and effort 
into preparing for a party or an outing 
than into training Fido. Then they 
wonder why Fido isn’t doing well. 

On another note, just because the 
classes are over does not mean you 
should stop using your training equip-
ment. If you don’t use it, you will not 
have the control you wish for. Always 
use your training gear until your dog 
reaches maturity. By then, if you have 
been vigilant and serious with the 
upkeep of training, you will notice you 
no longer need the training equip-
ment. 

Have a woof woof of a month. 
 

Harry Kalajian M.D.T., 
Executive Dog Training Inc.  

941-447-8234 
executivedogtraining.com

Misconceptions about dog training


